
I came across this journal recently. Looking at the dates, it must have been made by a fellow time traveler! This 

traveler seems to have enjoyed changing history, and he must have crossed his own path more than once with 

all these trips... 

 

Year Entry 

4450 BC I’ve got it! I need to find Dr. Henry Ravenwood, a famous epidemiologist. Time to go back to the 

future. 

2580 BC Back to Egypt, tried to remember my hieroglyphs and learned to speak ancient Egyptian from 

some scribes. They were so impressed they brought me to meet the pharaoh, Khufu. I gave him 

the gold I borrowed as a gift, maybe he’ll build something memorable with it.  

2545 BC It took a lot of work but I got the heavy lifters underneath just one of the Great Pyramids. If my 

calculations are correct, this means I can take one of them with me this time. 

1347 Marseilles, France. Machine definitely works, but everyone is sick here. I think the cause 

translates to “Great Pestilence”. This may not have been a good time to visit. Heard some 

scurrying in the time machine as I left. 

1965 Visited Princeton University, decided to sit in on some courses on Egyptian hieroglyphs and 

chemistry, gave me some ideas for using duct tape to convert carbon dioxide to oxygen. Also 

took this opportunity to steal Ravenwood’s plane ticket, now he’ll have to take a boat.  

1969 Note to self: Machine needs to cool down after trips across more than 5000 years. Went to the 

library in the meantime, found out Ravenwood is dead, his plane crashed over the Pacific a few 

years ago.  

1973 New York City, Empire State Building bigger than I imagined it would be. Figured I would set up 

some timelapse photographs of Times Square and let them expose for a few years. A rat 

wandered out of the machine when I got here, I tried to catch it but lost it in the crowd. I figure it 

couldn’t do much harm to the timeline, it’s called the Butterfly Effect, not the Rat Effect, right? 

1979 New York City again to check on my photographs. The entire place is abandoned, posters all over 

about quarantine and a worldwide plague epidemic. A look at my instruments tells me that the 

entire planet is uninhabited. Not sure how to fix this, I’m going as far back in time as this machine 

can to think. 

1985 The time machine is complete, now all that’s left is to test it. 

2008 Giza, Egypt. Watched the sun set behind the Great Pyramids. Decided I should get a souvenir this 

time so I bought a silver ring from a street vendor. 

2009 Visited Giza, Egypt. Not many other tourists here, probably because there's not a single thing 

here to see. Why did I come here in the first place? It isn’t even one of the Six Wonders of the 

Ancient World. 

2025 My plan worked, it’s nice to see people in the future again. The NASA team likes my design for a 

cheap CO2 to O2 converter, they say they’ll use it in some of their first manned Mars missions. I 

think I’ll go to Egypt next, I’ve never been to Egypt. 

2180 Watched the sun rise by the Great Pyramid on Mars. The casing stones on the outside glimmer in 

the red sunlight, as though the thing were finished just a few years ago. I take a deep breath of 

the fresh air and finish off the rest of my lemonade. 

2186 Victoria City, Mars. They’re still constructing the larger buildings so I borrowed some of their 

heavy lifting equipment. I doubt they’ll miss it. Lost my ring somewhere on the way. 

2252 Took a transport to the mining colony on asteroid Deneva IV. With the help of some friends I 

“borrowed” a relatively small portion of their gold reserves. It's the 23nd century, people don't 

care about gold anyway.  



 


